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UN Photo/ICJ-CIJ The International Court of Justice (ICJ) delivers its order on the request for the indication of
provisional measures filed by Nicaragua on 11 October 2013 in the case concerning Construction of a Road in
Costa Rica along the San Juan River (Nicaragua v. Costa Rica).
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The UN Charter (http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/), in its Preamble

(https://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/preamble/), set an objective: "to establish conditions under which

justice and respect for the obligations arising from treaties and other sources of international law can be

maintained". Ever since, the development of, and respect for international law has been a key part of the work of

the Organization. This work is carried out in many ways - by courts, tribunals, multilateral treaties - and by the
Security Council, which can approve peacekeeping missions, impose sanctions, or authorize the use of force
when there is a threat to international peace and security, if it deems this necessary. These powers are given to

it by the UN Charter, which is considered an international treaty. As such, it is an instrument of international law,

and UN Member States are bound by it. The UN Charter codifies the major principles of international relations,
from sovereign equality of States to the prohibition of the use of force in international relations.

hitps://www.un.org/en/sections/what-we-do/index.htmi
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